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Carl F. Baldassarra, PE, FSFPE, Principal 

Carl Baldassarra is a nationally recognized expert in fire protection 

engineering, including fire/life safety analysis, egress design, fire protection 

system design and analysis, code consultation; loss investigations, and related 

services for a wide range of facilities and systems. Over his career, he has 

managed operations, led project teams, and participated in numerous design, 

consulting, and research projects. Mr. Baldassarra is also a recognized authority 

for his development of innovative design solutions using performance-based 

principles for a wide range of facilities to meet clients’ design objectives. His 

experience has also involved loss prevention surveys, on-site construction 

period services, litigation support, water supply analysis, and expert testimony 

in virtually all types of building occupancies.  

 

Prior to joining WJE, Mr. Baldassarra was executive vice president of Rolf 

Jensen & Associates, where he managed the firm’s western region.  His experience also spans thirty-five 

years at Schirmer (Aon) Engineering Corporation, where he served as president of the firm for seventeen 

years, as well as in various other roles. 
 

For the City of Chicago, Department of Buildings Modernization Construction Code Program, Phase 2, Mr. 

Baldassarra served as Co-Chair of the Fire Protection and Life Safety Technical Working Group.   

 

Code development has been an essential aspect of his career, and has included serving as Chair of the 

International Code Council (ICC) Technology Committee from 2005 to 2017, and currently serving as Co-

Chair of the ICC Ad Hoc Committee on Tall Wood Buildings, that developed the new provisions in the 

2021 edition of the IBC for tall mass timber buildings.  He provided leadership in the development of code 

requirements and alternative compliance method for existing high-rise buildings for the Chicago Life Safety 

Evaluation System.  He is a principal member of the NFPA 1 “Fire Prevention Code” and NFPA 92, 204 

“Smoke Management.” 

 

He is a past President of the Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), and former member of its board 

of directors. 
 

 

Christine M. Freisinger, PE, SE, Associate Principal 

Since joining WJE, Christine Freisinger has been involved in the investigation, 

evaluation and repair of a variety of structures, including stadiums, warehouses, 

parking garages, low-rise buildings, and high-rise buildings. Her projects have 

included documentation of the condition of existing structures, evaluation of 

structures under a variety of design and proposed loading conditions, and 

development of repair drawings.  

 

Ms. Freisinger’s structural investigations and repair work have involved steel, 

timber, concrete and masonry structures.  These have ranged from structural 

analysis of Guastavino tile vaulted ceilings systems at Duke University; to 

strengthening and repair of timber trusses on the Lakeview Presbyterian 
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Church designed in 1888 by John Wellborn Root; to investigation of corrosion on the stainless steel panels 

of Eero Saarinen designed Gateway Arch in St. Louis. 

 

Ms. Freisinger served as a member of the Structural Technical Working Group for the City of Chicago, 

Department of Buildings Modernization Construction Code Program, Phase 2.  She was recently elected 

President of the Structural Engineers Associate of Illinois for the 2019-2020 term and is a member of the 

American Institute of Steel Construction Task Committee 7 - Evaluation and Repair. 

 
 

Kim R. Clawson, ALA AIA CSI, Senior Associate 

Kim Clawson’s career is characterized by involvement in the 

interdisciplinary coordination and quality assurance in the design, 

construction and renovation of buildings, particularly of tall or complex 

mixed-use projects. At WJE, Mr. Clawson assists clients resolve problems in 

the coordination of technical issues between the various design disciplines, 

especially the interface of architectural, structural, and mechanical systems—

with a special focus on egress, passive fire protection, code compliance 

(including accessibility), and building enclosure. 

 

Prior to joining WJE, Mr. Clawson worked at the fire protection engineering 

firm of Jensen Hughes for five years. That experience was preceded by two 

decades of project management and technical leadership with distinguished 

Chicago architecture firms for new construction, renovation, and historic 

preservation projects. His project types included corporate office buildings, 

hospitality, residential, mixed-use, preschool, K–12, and higher education.   

 

For the City of Chicago, Department of Buildings Modernization Construction Code Program, Phase 2, Mr. 

Clawson served as a member of the Exterior Enclosure and Building Materials Technical Working Group.   

 

His prior code development experience includes serving as Vice chair of the Fire and Life Safety group for 

the City of Chicago, Department of Buildings; Building Code Initiative (2009–2010), serving on the City 

of Chicago, Combustible Facades Working Group (2017–2018), and participating in the International Code 

Council, Elevator Lobby Study Group (2010–2012). 

 

He is a past Chair of the Chicago Committee on High Rise Buildings, and served on the NFPA Fire 

Protection Research Foundation technical peer review panels for “Assessment of Total Evacuation Systems 

in Tall Buildings (2009-2010) and “Fire Safety Challenges of Tall Wood Buildings” (2013-2018); and was 

a contributor to the “ASHRAE Design Guide for Tall, Supertall, and Megatall Buildings”. 
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Lewis E. Wilson, Principal Emeritus, Sullivan Goulette & 

Wilson Architects, Ltd. (SGW) is a registered architect in 

Illinois, Michigan, and Maryland. His work led to associateships 

with several prominent local offices, and he joined SGW as 

Partner in 2001. Lew’s experience includes the successful 

completion of projects in areas across the built environment: 

retail centers, educational, commercial, healthcare, public 

works, religious, and residential. Serving as a committee chair, 

he helped lead Chicago’s 2019 Construction Code 

Modernization. He also sits on the board of the Association of 

Licensed Architects, the Green Technology Committee of the 

Home Builders Association of Greater Chicago, and the Chicago Chapter’s Government Affairs 

Committee. Lew is a member of the Congress for New Urbanism and received a degree in 

Architectural Technology from the New York Institute of Technology.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 


